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Tlie fopalftiion of iLe Bettlemaot is estimaliul 
at 1,800 chiefly the "scnm" of Japan aud 
atnigranU from Tsa-sljiua. Hnodreds of 
CoreaoB flock to the town daily to dispose of 
their wareft, and many are employed aB coolies 
(the Jap» heing the " enperior " race) but very 
few are permitted to renide there, and none 
are allowed to open hoiifies of basiness. Be- 
side the recently o]:ened Cnfltom Honse with 
its stiifif of European officers, Fn-san can 
boast of many pnblic offices, sacb as the 
Japanese Oonsuhite and Nntional Bank, Mitsn- 
Bi»hi S. 8. Agency, Chamher of Com- 
merce, Hospital, Great Northern Telegraph 
Office, &o. It also rt'joices in the posHes- 
siou of a public bath, where iajieds of Imth 
sexes perform tiieir ablutions t'>ri^ether in 
I'aradicean innocence. Foreign stores also 
abound, and those inevitable accompaninieuis 
of advanced civilization — gi-og-shopH — are 
somewhat in exceHsof the requirements of the 
place. All the trade is in the bauds of the 
Japanese, who intend to keep it as h>ng as 
they can. They "bully" the natives just as 
oui' enlightened countrymen, conscious of their 
inimense superiority, formerly trented Ihe 
nutives of China and India, but when the 
OliinsHe begin to compete with tliein, and 
offer such prices for the produce of the coini- 
try as shall make it worth while for the 
Coreiins to convey it to tlie ports, the Japa- 
nese must either be more upright in their 
dealingH or see the trade slip out of tli«ir 
grasp. The chief exports are hides', bone.s, 
gall-nutM, Boa-weed, fii^ii, sharks* fins, pearl 
shells, tobacco, beans, hemp, grass cloth, cop- 
per ore, gold dust, &(). A beam of coal is said 
to have been discovered a few miles from the 
port, hut it has not yet been worked, 'i'he 
('or«Mn city of Fa-Rjin is iiliont throe miles 
froui thd botilouiriJit, Init on tli»i Ritiue si^le of 



ibe bay, it prds^ftts uo feature of espeetar m* 
teresfc, for everyfchiug aboat it betokens tb« 
most abject poverty. Tbe city walls are mncli 
the same as those iu Ciiiiia, but most of the 
Lonses are miserable mud buts, with straw* 
tbatcbed roofs. Ten miles inland is another 
city of diugy clay-colonred hovels which spoils 
the beauty of a magnificent scene. This is 
Tuug-iiai (Jap. Torai), famous in Gorean 
history as the first city garisoned to resist the 
Japanese invaders in the 16th century. 

The road to this city is eight feet wide, well 
draiued and kept in good repair, as are 
nearly all the main roads in the country, ex- 
cept where they run through thinly populated 
and mountainous districts. In this particular 
Corea is far ahead of her celestial neighbour, 
for in (/'hina a good road is hard to find. 

The harbour of Fu-san is almost all that 
could be desired, for it has good anchorage, 
and being almost locked, in by lofty hills, is 
well protected from the typhoons whioh, judg- 
ing from the number of large trees to be seen 
broken or torn up by tlie roots, do sometimes 
visit this part of the peninsula. * 

Foreigners have not lived here Ion? eiiou(^1i 
to ascertain wlnit the cliiuate is like at all 
^easoits of the year, hut Hl)onId the sninnier 
months be found cool and dry, and frequent 
communicution with Shan^lmi be eHlahlislied, 
Fu-san will become a fornndable rival to 
(ihefoo as a sanatorium. The bcenerv is 
pr^-ttier, the roads heller, and the inuliour 
safer for boating than at Ghefoo, but the pre- 
sence of large uharks will no doubt be a draw- 
back to those fond of bathing;. 

At present there is no hotel accommodation, 
so visitors have to depend on the ever* ready 
hospitality of the CuKtonis officers, but there 
in a Japanese Ixiardiu^-houHe where a very 
good table is k» |.t. The *' Great Noithem" 



primitive Bkroc til res, composed of rough timber, 
across which the smull bmiiches of ti*ees are 
laid, and over these a thick layer of mud. 
Near Teh yuen-fa the ro;i.ds Mie shaded by a 
doable row of willows and cedars, which add 
tiiQch to tlie bejintj of its iiatiiral sm-rouiidfng's. 
The country is monutainous uud well wooded 
'J*igers aud leopards are so niiuiorous that ia 
winter it is unsafe to venture off the main 
roads. Even the streets of the settlement and 
towns are visitetl hv tlifse ferocious beasts 
when the snow compels them to leave the hills 
in search of food. They have been known to 
force an entrance into the huts of the natives 
liy springing u[u)H the roof and scratching a 
hole in the that'Ch. 

Minerals are fiupj)Osed to abound in this 
neij'hbonrhood, and certainly there must be an 
"El Domdo" somewhere near, judging from 
the quantity of gohl e\'}K)rted. The Tsnrwfa 
Mftni, which called at this j)ort Nov. 13th ^i 
rottte for Japan, t<»olc away nearly a hundred 
pounds weight of the precious metal in dust 
and bai-s. How much hits previously been ex- 
jK^rtetl is not known, lor the new Onstoras re- 
gidations did not come in force till Nov. 'did, 

1'he chief ex[)Orls are gohl, hides, bones, 
horns, beans and fish. Large (piantitiesof the 
latter— a sort of sprat or sardine — ^are seut to 
Japan for manure. 
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conla'ns a^^ont 80,000 honpea, so 1h^ po^iilfih'on 
Will not. b.* Ir, 8 tliciu I4^iij.00. The dweliino-- 
li Mises are al! \vi'fti:''ie'.l loolviif^ .'-Ji iiitifs, but 
as a rule, altlioiigli tliey ] leseiit/ n veiy 
dingy appearauc-i outsitle, liufv'.ai'e ck'^h in- 
side, for llie CoreJins, like fclie J'lp.niese, tnke 
off their slioes before eiiiorino- their liimses, 
the floors of ^vhic^l are either mnt^< d or covered 
witli oiled -paper, 'J'l»e rooms aie sijihU, the 
iuiiiiture scanty, and the adornnienLs — whei-e 
fiuolj exirtt — consist chiefly of gaudy \vuier«- 
colour (Iruvvinga o£ - liistorical pc^rnonages or 
events. Notwithstanding tlie apparent abject 
poverty o£ the people, tho}^ all dress well and 
keep their outer garments clean ; a beggar or 
a person in ragged attire ; being saldom seem 
ilk the streets. . ■• ... 

The chief object of interest to the yisitoi' 
to Seoul is the new Palace, which was abandoned 
a few 3' ejus ago on account of the winter 
epaitments having beew destroyed by five* 
TJio grand entrance i^ a triple archway, sur- 
mounted by a massive pavilion of wood an4 
stone. The gates open upon, a spacious court- 
yard, to the riglit aM<l left, oi which are a nnni- 
ber. of low oflices.. Another gatewJiy, flanked Ivy- 
two rows of l)uil.dings, .ojions into a second 
yard, and a thii'd set of gates gua.vd the eiir 
trance to a • large hallj heyond which stands 
the Tlirone-i-ooja or Andj^nce chamber in the 
cenli'e of a large .granite- paved court. It is a 
Jftrge wooden pavjlion-^like structure, somew.ha|; 
lilvo. the principal .buildijit,' of a CUdnen^ lindr 
dhist temple.; it" is 60 feet long l\y,40 feet 
wido" and stands npou ,a granite platform 6 
feet high. Two .liers of . brmid overhanging 
tilesi,". - supported , by gaiJy decorated curved 
rafters and beams give it the appearance of a 
two-stpry building. Inside the. liaJl all the 
woodwork I'rom floor to ceiling, is gaudily 
painlej^l, — gj'eeu, red and white being the pre- 
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NOTES ON GOREA. 






The name "Oorea" is a foreign corrnption 
of the name anciently j^iveti to Ji portion of the 
peninsnla, nnd for some time the official title 
. of the whole country, hut now long Mince fallen 
into (UHu.Me. Modern Coroana call tlioii* corni- 
^^^>t2icAttry by the i^^^iAticul name of Cho.|en or Chjto- 
fiien ( S^^ )» which may be ttiinaUted ** (Jalm 

of dawn/* The peninsula is said to be nenrly 
as lar^e us Great Britain, and to have a coant 
line of about 1,880 miles, enclosing an area of 
/'over i7,000 square miles. It is se[iarate<I from 
its northern neighboni*8, Manchuria and Kassia, 
by two rivei-s, the Ta-men and Yfi-In, both 
whicli are reported to flow from one source, a 
small lake near the summit of the Peh-t'eo-shan 

(f^d^l If). —these ruMning, one . north-eant, 
the other south-west, cut off all connection with 
the mainland, thus turning the *' peninai.ila" 
into an island. A range of monntains stretqhes 
from north to south and has not inaptly bnen 
called the "back-bone** of (Jorea; it keeps 
close to the eant coast most of the way, and 
in the northern parts sends off "spinal pro- 
cesses ** eastward, while longer branches run 
south-east: these — to complete the analogy — 
may be called the "ribs." The eost coast 
})resents the appearance of an nnbroken elm in 
<»f dark rocky mountains ; it possesses very few 
harbonrs, and forn»s a splendid natural Hue 
of fort ificaf ions. The few vulnerable points — 
Fuch as Yuen-san, which is only 200 miles 
from tlie capital — could be easily protected. 

On the south and west coasts there arc many 
fine harbours and bays, but those on the north- 



P'lNG.AN-TA.0 (^^3g). 
2'he Tranquil Province. 

A less aj>propriate name could hardly have 
been found for this province where probably 
more blood has been shed than in any other 
part of the country. It fortns the north-west 
border of the peninsula, and is separated from 

Manchuria by the river Ya-Ioo (ffi j^)- Before 
the openint^ of sea ports to foi*eign commerce, 
P'ing an was one of the most important pro- 
vinces in the kingdom, for it was on its northern 
border that all the trade between this country 
and the outer world was carried on. It is 
reported to be rich in mineral wealth, but 
nothing has yet been done to develop its re- 
sources, — in fact the officials here and in every 
other province have nipped in the bud every 
effort made by the people to obtain the wealth 
which they believe is treasnred up in their 
hills. P*iiig-an is the largest of the eight 
provinces, but the population is only about 
1,174,000; only the south and east parts are 
cultivated, the rest being left to the tigei'« 
and other wild beasts which abound in all the 
Coreau forests. The "cities" marked on the 
maps of north-east P'ing-an are hut large 
villages, where the hunters and wood-cutters 
dwell, yometime duiing the sixteenth century 
the Coreaiis and Chinese agreed to establish 
a fjtrip ol' neutral territory between their re- 
ipectivc cuujitries, but of course, China being 
the stronger nation, this atrip was all taken 
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from the CoreaDS, and the Ya-loo River was 
fiSLed as their boundary, the old stake barrier 
being retained as the nominal boundary of 

Ohina. 

Previous to the fixing of this most un- 
scientific frontier, the strip of land between 
the wall of stakes and the river— said to be 
about 10,000 square miles — was in a vexy 
flourishing condition, and had a population of 
over 800,000 agriculturists. These were all 
removed, their towns and villages razed 
to the ground, and the fields they had 
cultivated left to return to their primitive 
state. In course of time this "nobody's" 
laud was re-populated by outlaws and refugees 
fi'om both countries, and the hills near the 
river afforded shelter to numerous bands of 
pirates and brigands, who made frequent raids 
into either country whenever an opportunity 
of doing so presented itself. The Corean 
boundary conld not be moved, but the wall of 
wooden Htakes gradually disappeared, and the 
progressive Manchurian settler quietly pushed 
eastward until the ** neutral land " became 
virtually Chinese soil. In 1875 the whole 
territory was formally aiuiexed by the Chinese 
under the pretext of putting down piracy. 

The highway from Seoul to Peking pa-sses 
through the eastern partof P*ing-an and winds 
along the north-west coast to the city ofYi-chco 

(^^ ^{j)> near the banks of the Ya-loo, across 

which passengers are conveyed in flat ferry boats; 
ihe road then runs north-west about 50 miles 
Uy the old ** Corean gate,** called the "Fung- 

hwang-men " (M|.^P^)» formerly the prin- 
cipal gate of the great stake baxrier. 

Here for centuries the Chinese and Cloreans 
have met four times a year to trade with each 
other, but to this day no intercourse is allowed 
b»tw»en th» two peoples in the intervals b#- 
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tweeu these market days. Four ywars Hgo 
Mr. J. Cameron of the China Inland Mission, 
visited this place, and thus describes it : 
"From Gan-t«ng I went 90 li north-wesfc to 
the Corean gate, at which fairs are held. This 
gate is 80 // from Fung-hwang-t4ng, to which 
place I proceeded. A day or two afterwards, 
being the first day of the fair, I retraced my 
steps to the Corean gate, and spent a day there. 
# # # * # The goods that arrived that 
day consisted chiefly of paper, for which there 
is great demand, as it is said to be more 
durable than that of Chinese manufacture. 
There is no barrier so far as I could see. but 
there is a gate at the eastern end of the village 
which is said to be shut excepting at fair times. 
On that occasion an official goes from Fung- 
hwang-t4ng and formally opens it. He and 
the Customs officer are said to receive a present 
of silver. The gate is no barrier, as the high 
road runs past the back of the village. Find- 
ing no hindrance to my wandering still further 
east, I left loug before daylight, and soon found 
myself beyond the imaginai-y barrier^ and on 
the neutral ground between China and Corea 
laid to belong to neither country. It is not so, 
however, for all along the route I found Chinese 
settlers, who build houses and cultivate land, 
muck of which appears to be good." Mr. 
Cameron reached the banks of the Ya-loo on 
the evening of the second day after leaving the 
gate, but was not permitted to cross. He ob- 
served "a good-sized city on the left bank," pro- 
bably Yi-cheo, about which he remarks : ** No 
Chinese are allowed to enter it or to cross th<9 
river anywhere.** 

This restriction has not yet been removed, 
for a Chinaman who tried to cross over with- 
out passport a few \nonths ago was seized and 
decapitated on the spot. The Ta-tung River 

(^ f^ ^) — made famous by the destruction 




HIEN-KING-TAO (J^g|iS). 
Vromnce of ** Universal Lustre/* 



Ilien-lcing is the most northern of the eight 
Tao, nnd is separated from Russian Manchuria, 
or as it is sometimes called ** Southern Siberia,*' 

hy the Teo-man Kiang (^ jJJj'X)' ^^alled 
** Tu-nieii '' by the natives* In area it is 
almost equal to P'ing-an, but at lensb two- 
thirds of the province is uninhabited, except by 
wild boasts — tigers, leopards and black bears 
are verj numerous in the north and west. It is 
said to be rich in mineral and metallic wealth. 
Copper and coal have both been found there, 
and gold dust is bartered at the port of Yuen- 
san in exchange for foreign goods. The 
population is under half a million, and most of 
these live near the coast, in the towns and 
villages, through which the one great highway 
of the province passes. Formerly it was more 
thii.'kly populated ; for until the Russians ob- 
tained possession of that part of Manchuria 
■ortb-east of the Teo-niHii, the natives of Hien- 
king had a market for their produce at King- 

Yuen ( BI'k )) about 30 miles from the mouth 

of the river, where the Chinese merchants met 
them at stated times to trade, as they now do 
at the Corean Gate on the boi-ders of the old 
neuti-al territory. But as that market has 
been closed to prevent intercourse between the 
Coreans and Russians, the ti*aders have been 
compelled to desert the northern parts and 
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seek their living elsewhere. It is reported in 
Corea that tlie Government was so jealous of 
the Russians that they compelled the inhabi- 
tants of the country bordering on the Teo-nian 
to move southward and leave their land deso- 
late, so as to present as wretched and uninviting 
an appearance as possible to their greedy 
neighbours. 

In this they measured the Bussians by their 
own standard, for the Corean '* Fathers of the 
people," as the mandarins are called, inke such 
paternal interest in the welfare of their 
children and have such a strong objeL-fcion to 
their becoming rich, lest their morals should 
be thereby corrupted, that they kindly depiive 
them of all surplus wealth, which they — some- 
what inconsistently — appropriate to tlii.ir own 
use. Therefore, if a peasant or trader should 
be so depraved as to desire to lay up for him- 
self treasure upon earth hemustdoit secretly, 
and always maintain an outwai'd appearance of 
poverty, ftr the officials will find some pretext 
for " squeezing " him. Such being the com- 
mon practice among ** the powers that be " in 
Corea, it is not surprising that they should try 
to carry out on a large scale the tricks their 
people have taught them. 

I'heir jealousy of Eussian progress is by no 
means groundless, for they are not ignorant of 
the devices of the Government of St. Peters- 
burgh ; and it was chiefly the fear of their 
country becoming a Russian province that 
caused them so suddenly to emerge from their 
cherished isolation and hold out the hand oi' 
friendship to other nations. The writer of 
these notes had an interview with one of the 
prefects of Hien-king a few months ago and 
was surprised to find him thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with European politics. The old man 
chuckled with delight when speaking of the 
way his Government had **done" the Mus- 



covitef5. He bad a Chinese map of the world 
and })ointiug to India said, with a knowing 
wink, **the BuBsians would i*afcher have that 
than oar country." Near the southern border 
of Hieu-king is the port of Yuen-san, opened 
in 1880 to the Japanese, and more recently to 
Western nations. It is situated within the fine 
harbour known as Bronghton's Bay and Port 
Lazaref, the only place on the coast where 
vessels can find refuge from storms. The 
governor of the province resides in a small city 

called Uing-hien (^^J^)) about 50 miles 

north of Yueu-san, and 280 miles from Seoul. 



KUNG-YUEN-TAO (ltW>M>> 
** River Source '* Provincs, 

This province lies to tlie soath of Hieii-king^ 
and east of King ki ; it owes its name to the 
^act tliat all the branches of the river Haa 
have tlieir origin in tlie moantains which 
stretcb along the east coast. The large river 
Hwaug-tnen, which drains the southern pro* 
vince of King-shaug, also has its source withia' 
the borders of Kiang-yaeu. The ai-ea of the 
province is about 5,500 sqaare miles, but the 
population is only 8752,000. The greater part 
of the country is mountainous, and therefore 
uninhabitable; for the superstitions natives 
coMsitier Ifae hills to be the private demesne 
of the genii, into which no mortal may safely 
intrude. During the persecution of the Chris- 
tians a few years ago, these moantains afforded 
sheltyer to many fugitives from the malice of 
the Tai-yueii-kuin, and on one occasion seve- 
ral Jesuit priests fled there for I'efuge, after 
nine of tlieir companions had been murdered, 
andsought thesheltierofa cave whicli they dis- 
covered ; hut they found to their horror that 
they had walked into a nest of young tigers, 
and wei>e glad to relreat befoi^ the mother 
returned. Tigei-s are not so numerous liere as 
further north, but in winter they come down 
in pursuit of the deer which abound near the 
coast. The plains are more suitable to the 
cultivation of rice than of other cereals, for 
the soil is always wet ; but wheat, millet, 
kao-liaug, and oats are also i-aised in consider- 
able quantities, and the surplus carried to 
Seoul for sale. Arsenic and sulphur have 
beea discovered iu the hills, bat for obvious 
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tlie province is the Ch'en-kiang r^ ]^\ or 

•'Toa*l river/' wldch risea in the north, near 
T.s'aen cLeo, drains the western half of the 
|»rovi!iC€ and fiows into the Tang-hai or 
Kastfcrii S«^ ab the jiLction of Ts'aen-lo and 
Kirig-s{janj:-tRO. The sjacions vallejs of 
Ts*Den-Io are cf»i>able of pi-clnciug' large qnan- 
tities of rice and other grain, for the land is 
rich and alwavs kept moist by the water which 
dr-ains from the hills; bnt hitherto onlj a 
liiiiiced area has been caltivateii, for the 
farnters conld not iind a nuarket for sarplns 
produce, 'ihej are not a sea-far irur people, 
»fy do not care to risk losing their goods or 
lives in a juumey to the port of Fa-san; and 
the nearest [lort by land is Jen^choan, seven 
days' jonrney north. 

There are t»vo excellent places on the coast 
where ports might be 0|»eired to foi-eign com- 
merce ; one is at K'ang-ts«in^ (J^ 1^)> ^^ *'^*® 
Siinth, at the teiminns of the great road fi*om 
Seoul. Foi- many centnries this has been the 
only sea-port on the Corean coast, and fhrougli 
it all commnniration with the largre island of 
Qiieipart — once an independent kiugdom — 
has be«Mi carried on. The town of K'ang-tsing 
is built on Mie banks of a small river about 
three miles from tlie bay of the same name, 
and conkl not be approached by large vessels, 
bat a trade port conld easily be established 
near the entrance of the bay, where it would 
be protected by several lar*(e islands. 

But the best place for ti*ade would be Muh- 

p'oo f^fc 7iJ)» ^'^ *''*® south-west, at tlie mouth 

of the ITung-san riyer (^^ |J| jj), for this is 

near the best producing districts, and the 
river is navigable by flat-bottomed boats as far 
as the town of Woo- an, where it is crossed by 
the great road from the capital. Fully two 
thirds of th& islands on the Coreau coa&t are 
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wider the jurisdiction of the governor of 
'J's'uen-lo, and these have beea the scene of 
many a terrible shipwreck. In 1()53 a Datch 
sliip called the Sparwfhr was wrecked on tlie 
island of Qnelpart, and those oE the crew who 
succeeded in reachincr the shore were seized hv 
the governor as a rare prize and sent under 
escort to Seoul. For nearly fourteen years 
these p)or fellows were kept in most cruel 
bondage, sometimes in the capital, but most of 
tlie time in various parts of Ts'uen-lo. They 
were made to work like slaves, and received 
the usual wages of slaves — haixi blows and poor 
food ; sometimes even the rice allowed them by 
the governor was kept back and they were 
then compelled to beg of the people in the 
villages near the fields where they were made 
to toil. At length they made their escape in a 
small boat and reached Nagasaki just in time 
to meet a \essel sailing for Holland. Many 
Chinese and Japanese vessels have been 
wrecked on tlie 'JVuen*lo islands, and the 
crews either sent safibly back to their homes or 
murdered, accoi-ding to the caprice of the 
natives or the temper of the local otiicials. In 
1847 two Fi-ench men-of-war. La Gloire and 
I41 Vietorleusef grounded on a sandbank off the 
north-east coast of the province and had to be 
abandoned. The crews of these vessels, num- 
bering a])out six hundred, landed on a small 
island and sent a boat to Shanghai — distant 
about 180 miles — for assistance. Though not 
allowed to cross to the mainland, they were 
permitted to purchase food from the natives 
who came off in great numbers. This was as 
much as the Frenchmen could expect, seeing 
that their only object in visiting the country 
was to demand an explanation of the murder 
of some Jesuit priests, and to inflict some 
punishment ou the perpetrators of that deed. 



EINGSHANG-TAO (Jg H 5g), 
**ExcelUnt QmltroV' Pnmne$. 

Owing partly to tbe warm " Japan cnrrent*' 
-which flows round the aouth and soath-east of 
King-shang, its climate is more genial, and 
the rainfall somewhat greater than iu the other 
provinces* The people also are more frieniily 
toward foreigners and less quarrelsome among 
theiuBelTes than their brethren in the north, 
though quite as fond of strong drink. To 
some extent no doubt this is owing to the 
eifect of the climate, but frequent intercourse 
with their good-natured neighbours, the 
Japanese, mnst haye had considerable influence 
ever their chaittcter as it has upon their 
language. 

Wealth is everywhere conspicuously absent 
and the dwellings of the people are of the 
poorest kind iuingtiiable, very much like the 
huts of the poor turf-cutters in the west uf 
I}*ehtnd. But all the people seem to be well 
fed, robust, and quite contented with their lot. 
The married men dress well nnd appear to lead 
a very easy life, for most uf the hard work is 
done by the women and unmarried youthsr 
iiike the rest of (.'ho-sen, King-ssliang is moun- 
tainous and well wooded with conifers and 
dwarf otiks. 

In spring the hills seem all ablaze with 
Bcarlet azaleas and other bright-coloured 
flowerfi, which give the country an almos^t 
enchanting appett-rtince. The cultivated soil 
is black and muddy, but evidently poor, for 
the rice pi*oduced is yery small, and the straw 
hardly worth the name. Cattle raising seems* 
to be the chief occupation of the coffutry peoplcr 
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and mncfa attention is given to the rearing' of 
horaes of a very stunted breed. Kin^-sliangf 
has an area of 7,875 sqnare miles, and altbougli 
it is not the largest province, it lias in ore in- 
habitants tbaa any of the other seven divisions 
of the kingdom. The official census recently 
published shows that the population is about 
1,680,000, but the land is certainly capable of 
supporting at least twice that number. The 
only large river in this tao is the Hwang-tuu- 
kiang (^ ^ ^X)» ^Iso called the Luh-tung. 
kiang, which vises in the hills on the sooth of 
Kiang-yuen-tao, and runs the entire length of 
the province, it is joined by about a dozen 
affluents and flows inlo the Straits of Corea 
near the newly opened port of Fu-san. The 

provincial capital, Ta-k'iu (-^ H$)» is sixty 
miles north-east of Fu-san and ten miles west 
of the middle road to Seoul, 

The natives report that silver and quick- 
silver mines have lor many years been worked 
in the north of t-iie province, and tJje Japanese 
have diHcovered a seam of coal in the south. 
(lopjer ore is one of the articles exported from 
Fu sail, and the natives pay for many of tlieir 
imports in gold dust and nugj^ets obtained 
from the -ills and beds of streams. A great 
quantity of fine silica is brought down the hills 
by the watei-sof the Hwang-tun and deposited 
in banks on the shore, so there is a prospect 
of glass- making being joiie of the future trades 
of Corea. Sharks abound on the south coast, 
and are caught at certain seasons for the sake 
of their .fins, which are highly esteemed as an 
article of diet by the epicures of China and 
Japan. . Shark fishing is considered a very 
dangerous occupation under any circumstances, 
but the Coreans have a. method of catching tlie 
voittoious monsters with litUe danger to tbem- 
/jelves* They draw tU«nj. into narrow inlets by 
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til rb wing teroptingbaifctf into the water and cnfc 
off their retreat by dropping heavily- weighted 
ne^B in theit* rear; these are gradually moved 
to wards the shore and the sharks pinned into 
a corner from whicli 'they are easily dragged 
ashore and speared to death. The lOfeh moon 
18 a lively time among the fishermen, for then 
the bays and' inlets on fhe sonth are visited 
by shoals of Tibbon fish. To eatch these a large 
net about thirty yards square is let down in a 
shallow place marked out by stakes, then a 
number of boats are pushed off from the shore 
following each other about a hundred yards 
apart, the men all the while beating gongs 
and shouting to frighten the fish and drive 
them toward the net. They first make a 
circuit of half a mile or more, then move in 
ever narrowing circles till they are near the 
centre when they cease shouting and quietly 
draw up the nets. Often fifty or sixty men are 
engaged in beating round one net, and the 
time required to complete the circuits is about 
twelve hours. Japanese boats are always at 
liand to recive the fish and race over to 
Nagasaki with their cargoes just as eagerly as 
the tea steamers race from China to England 
with the new season's ciop, each striving to 
be first in poifc and so secure the highest 
price. 

To the lover of history the province of King- 
shang is a must interesting part of the kingdom. 
The city of hing-cheo near Unkofisky Bay was 
the capital of the ancient kingdom of Sing-lo 
or Shiiira, which was the first state in the 
peninsula to adopt the civilization and learning 

of China. Wei-san (j^ ijj) on the south-east 

coast was in 1598 the scene of one of the most 
terrible wars on record, for there the Japanese 
invaders were surrounded for seveial months 
hy the allied armies of China and Corea and in 
the battles daily fonj^ht aiound the Japanese 
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BiHafcions arc so scarce in Corea. The Bnd- 
dfaists are not a persecntingf sect, and ai-e 
content to live in peace so \onft as tliey ai-e 
not interfered i/vifch, but OonfucianiRts are 
everywhere prond anH intolerant, and the 
most bifcfcer enemies of Cliristianif.y. Most of 
ilie persecutions of Christians in China and all 
in Corea have been instigated by the disciples 
of Confucius, who themselves have done 
nothing to enlighten the people or to raise 
them from the depths of ignorance and super- 
stition into which they have sunk, bat— like 
the Papi«ts — they endeavour to keep the lower 
classes in the dark so tltat their own feeble 
light may appear the brig-hter by contrast. 

Near the end of last century a few Cliris- 
tian books written by the Roman Catholics in 
China were taken into Corea by mcfmbers of 
the Ambassy and fell into the hands of several 
scholars, who soon perceived the superiority of 
the new doctrines over anything they them- 
selves possessed. More books were obtained | 
from Pekin, and several men who seemed to j 
have a remarkable craving for knowledge | 
joined tlie tribute bearei-s in order to g0t an 
interview with the priests in the Chinese^ 
capital. Some of these wei*e secretly baptissed 
in Pekin and returned to their own country to 
labour as missionaries. In the provinces of i 
Chung-ts'ing and Ts'uen-lo the new' religion 
found ready acceptance and in a few yeai-s the 
zealous missionaries reported aver ten thousand 
converts. The progress of the new doctrines 
roused the jealon-oy of the Confucian is ts, for 
ibey saw as the Christians increased they must 
decrease. The rulers were urged to nip the 
new spct in the bud, po they seized the leaders 
and put them to death and tlien hunted out 
the converts', whom they slanghtered without 
mei-cy. The pei-secutors were nearly tired of 
tbeir bloody work, when unfortunately a letter 
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books are irritten. Tims, while a Ghinamait 
xnnst stndj hard for several years before he 
can read the easiest book known, a Gorean 
can learn to read flaeutlj in a few months. 
In the practical work of raising cropa the 
Corean agricoltnnsts are a long way behind 
the Chinese. 

This is dae in part to the paralyzing infiii- 
ence of serfdom and partly to that dislike of 
Lard work which seems to be a national 
characteristic. This app'irent Laziness is no 
doubt caused by the fact that, if a labouring 
man should acquire a little surplus wealth, he 
is never sure he will be allowed to retain it, 
so he has nothing to gain by being industrious, 
and IS content to "live from hand to mouth." 

Moat of the hard work on a farm is done 
bj women ; they manure the fields, sow the 
seed, reap the crops, thresh, winnow, and 
grind the corn, and attend to all the wants of 
the family. 

The men follow the plough, convey the pi^o- 
duce to market, and attend to the rearing and 
sale of cattle. The implements used in farm- 
ing are of the most primitive kind, the bhule 
of the plough is a flat si^ade which is made to 
enter the ground almost at a ri^lit angle with 
the surface, thus entailing much unnecessary 
labour on the poor beast which has to di-ag it 
along. The bulls used for ploughing and as 
beasts of burden are a splendid breed, and if 
well fed would be equal to the finest in EurojK). 
The fai*m labourers are a fine stalwart race of 
men, taller and of much superior physique 
to the same class in China and Japan. 

'*Kuno-pan"^Thr ihtTizAN Class. 

One natural result of the exclusive and 
suppressive policy so long pursued by the 
Ooi-ean Governnient has been the degradation 
of this indispensable class of men, and the loss 



BeCIBNT HiSTOftT. 

TlioBe wlio wish to enquire inoi'e fully into 
the past history of this intereshing country 
ahould consult "The Hermit Nation'' by 
Griifii^, and **Oorea'* by Ross, the object of 
these notes being only to record the changes 
which have recently taken place, and to show 
how thoKe changen have been brought about. 

The policy of tlie present dynasty has 
always been entire isolation iVotn surrounding 
iiationp, and although their seclusion has many 
times bten rudely disturbed by the invatling 
armies of Cliina and Japan, they have return- 
ed to their hermit life immediately after the 
withdrawal of their enemies. They have paid 
tribute and acknowledged the suzerainty of 
both their neighbours fur the sake of pence, 
but still have steiulFastly declined all friendly 
intercourse with them. Motevt-n the ( IiineHf, 
to whom they are nearly related and on whom 
they naturally lean for support, were allosved 
to cross the borders except on otRcial business, 
and in order to render their isohition nioie 
comjdete they devastated their coudts, and 
sacrificed about 10,000 square mi es of rirh 
meadow land and forest, to create a strip of 
neutral territ(*ry belweou iheir iionhern 
borders and Manchuria. 

hince the yeir 1597 the Japnnese have held 
possession oi a lew acres of land on tlie .votiiji- 
east c<nvst, to keep open adoor for tlieentr:ince 
of their armies in the event of another inva- 
sion becoming necessary, but until a few yeari 
ago they were confined wiihin the limits of 
their own eettlenient, and the TorcMtis t'urhid- 
deu to trade with theiu. Many times have 
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tlie AVestern nations and private enferprisers 
made overtaies to tlie King' of l orea, hut were 
always insolently rt-pnlsed. Friendly repre- 
Kentationa, threats of invasion, and even tlie 
])o\verfiil argntnent of l^Vencli cannonB and 
American bayonets have bet^n tried in Buc»*es- 
sion, but all fniled to convince tlie astute 
(*oreans that tliey would be in any way 
benefited by intercourse with the **Wai-yi" 
(outside barbarians), as all foreigners except 
Cliint'Se are contein|)tuousIy styled 

lu 18G6, the Frencli ('barge d' Affairs in 
('hina bavin<r Jjeard of the massacre ol the 
Jesuits an«l their converts in ( orea, took npou 
himself the task of panisliing tbe Ta'i-yoen- 
kiiin, who was then recent, and even wei t so 
far as to declare the throne vacant, and at hi» 
master's disposal. h\e wrote a very insulting 
letter to the ( hinese Prjnje Minister, Prin<*e 
Kiing, arnl charged the Chinese GoveTninenfc 
^vitli complicity in the murder, 'i'hose wha 
know that Mon4. liellonefe was aeting on lii» 
own responsibility, and that he wa» afitrward* 
Bnubbed bv his Gove»nn»«nt for hfs offieioos- 
ness will read the following extract fiom his 
bombastic despatch with some interest. 

**'The »irne day on which the King of Core« 
laid his hands on my unhappy country men 
was the last of his reign ; he himself pro- 
claimed its end, which I, in turn, solemnly 
declaie to-day. In a few days our military 
fo!ces are to maicli to the conquest of Ooiea^ 
Hnd thelimperor, my August hovereiyn, ah)»e 
lias now the light and power to dispose ac- 
cording to his good pleasure of the country 
and the vacant throne," &e. 

Having thus given vent to the fierceness of 
his wrath, he despatched seven men. of- war 
with a force of a thousand soldiers and 
Biaiines to conquer the '' siuali kingdon.'^ 
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With a Jesuit pnesfc ns pll*»t the vessels 
Btesimed up tlio river Uan, but afier a few 
Hii^Ut skiriiiisiies, in some of ivhieh the French 
were defealetl, and having shelled a tew uri- 
fortiBeti vilhi0-e9 and killed a few harmlesH 
|>easanfs —as they are ii'»w d«>in^ on tht* coast 
of Madajjfiscar — tliis formidai-le fleet returned 
to China, to the inexpressible astoiiisliuieut of 
tlie |)eople tliey liad jfone to conquer, au.l ilie 
intense disgust <»f most of llie fureig-iiers in 
Ohiua, who at that tiiue were xei-y anxious 
for 8oine niatiifestutiou of Europeau power in 
the £ast. 

A few months l>efore this ludicrous fiasco 
of the Frencii, a sch"0ner called rlie iieueikd 
Slientutn hid been nent by an American firm 
to o^ien trade with the ('oreans, but the vessel 
was seized and destroyed, and all on board 
murdered. This led to the (Jespntch of an 
American man-of-war, the JVurhiixeit to en- 
qaire into the affair, but the Corean offioiMla 
retu8»"d to fjive any information, and the only^ 
reply the Oaptain could get from the capital 
was a request that he would depart as soon as 
possible. An old man wiio was employed by 
the Americans to carry their letter to the 
Recent, was beheaded as soon as he reached 
b»e«)ul. Nutliintr more was heard of thisnifair 
till 1870, when the US Government sent au 
expedition consisting of several meu-of-war 
to demand satisfaction, and if pOissible force 
the Coreans to open the country to foreign 
commerce. The fleet anchored near the pre- 
geub- port of Jenchuan and several smnll offi- 
cials were sent from Seoul to parley with 
them, but after several days of the usual 
diplomatic humbug they were no nearer the 
attainment of their object tlian at the be^in- 
iiiug, and were nncertain how to act. The 
treachery of the (orefins in firing upon a sur- 
veying party brought mutters to au unexpected 
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Witli a Jesuit pnesfc svs pilot the vessels 

steamed up the river Han, but after a few 

Hii^lit skiriuislies,' in some of which the French 

were defeated, and having shelled a few un- 

foi'tided villapres and killed a few harniles:! 

|>ea>:anfs —as they are n'»w doing on the coast 

of Madagascar — this foruiidal»le fleet retarninl 

to i'hina, to the inexpre>sible astonishment of 

tl«e jKiople tliey had ^one to conquer, and the 

intense disgust of most of the fureig-ners in 

C/liina, who at that time were very anxious 

for some HiauitesUitiou of European power in 

the East. 

A few months before this ludicrous fiasco 
of tiie French, a sch^'Oner called the Geneud 
SUeniian hid been went b}' an American firm 
to o|)en trade with the Coreaiis, but the vessel- 
was seized and destroyed, and all on board 
mnrilered. This led to the des[»;itch of an 
Anierican man-of-war, the Warkiisftt to en- 
qaire into the aifair, but the Coreau officials 
relu8*'d to give any infoi'ination, and the only 
reply the C'aptain could get from the capital 
was a request that he would depart as soon ;ls 
possible. An old man who whs employed by 
the Americans to carry their letter to the 
Regent, wa^^ beheaded as soon as he reached 
benul. Nothing more was heard of this nffair 
till 1870, when the US Government sent an 
expedition consisting of several men-of-war 
to demand satisfaction, and if possible force 
the Coreans to open the country to foreign 
commerce. The fleet anchored near the pre- 
sent |K>rt of Jenchuan and several small ofii- 
cials were sent from iSeoul to parley with 
them, but after several days of the usual 
diplomatic humbug they wei'e no nearer the 
attainment of their object than at the be^'in- 
liing, and were uncertain how to act. The 
treachery of the Coreans in firing upoii a snr- 
Vieying party brought mutters to an unexpected 
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Meanwhile, General Kamda was ■enitwith' 
a few srn II boats to Hemsind satisfaction for the 
iiisalt, and conni)el the Coreai* Guveriitn4*nt to 
open the conntry to Japanese commerce, 
letting^ tliem know that a refawil would be 
followed by a declaration of war. No one 
imagined that Kuroda would succeed in hie 
iniHBion, bat iu less than three months he 
returned with a commercial treaty g'runting 
to the Japanese right to traiie in Oorea and 
to open the three ports of Jenchoan, Fusaui 
and Yuen-still. 

The members of the war party in Japan 
were greatly chagrined when they learned 
thnt such a splendid opportunity had beeu 
lost of testing their newly acquired military 
power on a weak enemy, bat all l«»Yers of 
peace rejoiced that Corean prejudice had at 
hiHt been broken down without bloodshed. 
In Corea the news that the country was tn be 
0|>ened to forei^;n trade caused great alarmi 
and for some time civil wur seemed imminent* 
Threareiiing letters were sent to the Eingi 
and deputations were sent from all parts to 
petition the Government not to bring ruinand 
disaster uj^)on the ronntry by admitting the 
barbariaiitii. The King found he had stirred 
up a hornets' nest, but by inn king promifics 
which he never intended to ket^p he pacified 
tiie people, and by the unsparing use of the 
executioner's sword, he soon rid himself of hit 
most violent opposers. Hearing of the Kiiccese 
of Japan, the American, English, French,- 
German and It»i.lian representatives aliesfiayed 
to procure the same privileges for their res* 
pective countries, but the King knew that to 
dep.H-rt further from the policy of his ancestor* 
at that time would endanger his own life and 
put a stop to all progress, so he wisely raject* 
ed tjie overtures of the persistent fot^ignoi'Si 
uulii he could safely accept them* 
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'**Tlie present 1 ace of oM'cials m Cbao-sien 

are all nnfnitliful and- uiifiliul ; tliey read the 

hooks of Kuug Meiig, Cliingp nud Cliii, bnfc 

secrelly fnUow.Uje- doctrines ,of Jesa^ Clirififc. 

Tiiey eafc their coaii try's riee, but wear foreign 

cloth; they are rulers bf Chao-^ien, but a:*e 

under the orders of foreigners. 1'hey Lave 

departed, from the truth, «nd \vis\\ to throw 

off J.heir civilization nwd beoojne barbarians; 
Ihey seek only their own; advantaire, and not 
tlie gO'»d of tliH country, 'i liey oui^ht there- 
fore to die. We have many eneniiea, but none 
a.re to \te feai^ed 80 mnch ns tli© nnfaithfid 
i)iinist<:?rs, and the Jajmucse, who Fioin ancient 
times hn ve heen .our foes. Let fche Kin<y ordei' 
the execution of the officials, and biwdc off all 
i'elationsh.ip with the Jajwiuese, for they tJeek 
only our rnin, and are only le^^rained by fea?i* 
of China from invHdiiig x>ur country. From 
othercj we have nothing to ftar. TheRnssians 
wei'e defeated by the Chinese a few ye^irs ago 
(in Hi ?) Hud returned to their own land buru- 
ing with rjigo; they have decided lo spend ten 
years in sharpening their swoids- a;id tea 
years wore in learning militaiy tactics before 
they nt tempt to fight again. But eveu if they 
should attack ns, they would Lnve ho chance 
against our brave soldiers, although their 
vv capons are su|>enor, so we need not fear 
Ihem. The Americans, French atid English 
are too fur away to do ns either good or hanny 
so we have nothing to fear if we <lriYe.thenr 
uway and nothing te gain by a» alliance. The 
Chitiese are our fjiends, .iso let the King cling 
to them and discard all others; but first Jet the 
treacherous Ministeis -be put to death, and- 
then we shall have |)eace. 1 know that what 
I say is true and if I kept silence 1 should he 
as bad as an unfaithiui uncial and an uni^iifii; 
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ij » ».«.'* :f 'ii ?«s* *2*c Ch^-ilr T«T»-'T» Sec i^* 
frr:i^'»-t:tfO' » :«»c:ufrtijit t^.i -hi* wlii ise^a W- 

ti^,«a «iiO »#-«r tx* T^^T^-f^ed w-Ttj *i.:*t TrntScTi* if 
ti»e C'-,r:^'A «r?.*»'ivi»eo. At k-r-^L ii,e £t«, 

t»je i<f/::krr» *? •: fit-re?-* »Tr»ie nc ^uasxt, df-ier- 
ij".:fj*<d U> *T)? ifi %!t*e i}*e f •re^gTi I'lt'-rs-^ers and 

in tL« rtscseDt i;.T»^'Tai::onn. >V»r ikr>n»e liocrs 
tf»« Kfob r*s»Le4 fiit'iJr a2^'*i]t tlie citT w:t:i<>Tit 
dojf.ff aDT dstn^a^e. Lot tr«vjitri eTe7«iTt«r tiands 
of rioterB Jed l>v tii** a^ent« of toe csd R*eeei:t 
attacked tLe re*^oef.ceof the priricij*! hVjeral 
iriiuHt^ra, p^-veral of whom iher murdered. 
£vea tl>e Ksn^r imrrowlj eFcaf«ed ^tliii g into 
tlie hands of the iii«ar^erit«, ar.d for a lon^ 
time it wag aoprKfj^d Qneen iHng had been 
jK>iH>ried by onJer of her father-in-hiw the 
'J 'ai-rnen-kaiii, bnt a female attendant was 
p<'>:}^oned arid her }>od j paf^oed off as thsit of the 
Qneen, who reniained in hiding till the storm 
bad blown over. 

Several members of the Japanese Legation 
who mere walking about tlia citjr were muw 




